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April 2011 reminds me of April 2010, windy
and mostly cooler than normal. I’'m not
aware of many club members being out
riding much or at all this year. If you have
been out, let us know where you have been
at the April 21st meeting.

| just checked the SNOTEL snow depth and
water equivalence at Fisher Creek (North of
Cooke City) and found the snow depth at
134 and a 46.6 water content. Unless we
have a warmer than normal riding season,
some of higher altitude rides will be later
than recent years.

On March 22nd, the vice president and |
attended a National Forest System Land
Management Planning meeting at the Cus-
ter Forest Service Office. This planning
process is in response to a 2009 lawsuit
against the 2008 FS land management

“Yes, | did suggest having
the photo of your ATV

plan. What we have is more bureaucracy and
paper generated in an attempt to keep envi-
ronmental groups happy. Climate change and
collaboration are two themes throughout the
proposed plan. The proposed rule would re-
quire responsible officials to encourage par-
ticipation by youth, low-income populations
and minority populations. At the meeting |
said | had a youthful spirit, on social security
(low-income) and of norse descent maybe |
could be considered a minority. I'm not sure if
the two people representing the Sierra Club
appreciated my humor. If they don’t find
enough young low-income minorities, will we
have more lawsuits? Unfortunately, I'm not
making this up.

The Ride Committee has been working on a
ride schedule. See you at the April 21st meet-
ing and on the trail. Ride safe!

Bruce

enlarged, but | feel you
might’ve gone a little

overboard.” Congress has its hands full.

RTP Funding In Jeopardy As Congress Cuts Federal Programs

Send Newsletter Info to:
Loren Graf (H) 652-5280
TSATVNews@bresnan.net

Send Website Updates to:
TSATVNews@bresnan.net or
Send email via the Website

In one hand, it holds the keys to the front door of the federal government, trying to keep it
open. In the other hand, it holds an axe, sharpened and ready to drop on any program it
deems unworthy of continued funding.

Unfortunately, one of those programs in line for the go-ahead or the chopping block is the
Recreational Trails Program (RTP). “It's a pretty serious situation,” said Karen Umphress,
NOHVCC Project Coordinator. “It’s alarming that the RTP program could go away or be signifi-
cantly altered. There are a lot of programs that are funded using RTP money. It's something
that the motorized and non-motorized communities want to keep around.”

RTP is a program of the U.S. Department of Transportation's Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), providing funds to the states to develop and maintain recreational trails and trail-
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related facilities for both motorized and non-motorized recreational trail uses.

A one-year extension of the program was due to expire at the end of March, 2011. Progress was made in early March, when
both the House and Senate passed the Surface Transportation Extension Act of 2011, extending federal transportation pro-
grams to September 30th of this year. H.R. 662 was introduced in the House by the Republican and Democrat leaders of the
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. That legislation freezes funding at fiscal year 2010 levels for highway, transit

and highway safety programs.

The political wrangling has been ongoing for some time. “The non-motorized contingent at the federal level is really working
hard to try and keep all of the programs the same as they are,” said Umphress. “But some groups and politicians believe that
trails aren’t essential to the nation’s transportation infrastructure. There’s also a group of Senators who are opposed to any

money being spent that isn’t for something specific.”

NOHVCC and state OHV advisory boards are encouraging OHV enthusiasts across the country to contact their Congressional
delegates. “Please act quickly and loudly,” said Becky Kalagher, Board Chair of the Massachusetts Recreational Trail Advisory
Board (MARTAB). “Many voices will be fighting for and against including RTP funding. If the bill is passed, it likely will be in ef-
fect for six years. If we don’t save RTP funding now, we won't have another reasonable chance to restore this major funding

for trails for several years.”

The RTP funds are distributed to the states by legislative formula, with half distributed equally among all states, and half dis-
tributed in proportion to the estimated amount of non-highway recreational fuel use in each state.

To see the funding levels for your state, visit: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/rectrails/recfunds.htm.

For the name of your state’s RTP administrator, for guidance on state policies and project eligibility requirements, visit http://
www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/rectrails/rtpstate.htm.

Most importantly, for the latest information on this issue, and tools to contact your Congressional delegates and encourage
them to continue RTP funding, go to the web site of the Americans for Responsible Recreational Access:

WWWw.arra-access.com.

2009 Polaris Sportsman 550 XP 4 - ITP SS212 Custom Wheels

Camo, Hand Warmers, Thumb Warmer, Street Legal, Lock
& Ride Front Cargo Box, Original Front Rack included,

Service Manual, 882 miles, Excellent Shape
$6400.00 0BO
406-652-5280 or 406-855-5636

made for either the 550 or 850 Polaris.

Wheels in perfect condition. If anyone wants to see them
they can go to Craig's list under the motorcycle section.

$260.00
Call: Larry at 656-6983

2007 Polaris Sportsman 700
109 hrs, 1600 miles, very clean $5000 or best offer.
Call Ken at 248-3197 or cell 861-8965.

2008 CAN-AM OUTLANDER
400 MAX 2-UP, 4700 miles, $4000
EagleRider Rentals
256-7108

Wells Cargo 8x16 Enclosed ATV/Utility Trailer
With Loading Ramp Back Door/Side Door
5 New Tires & Chrome Wheels Inside Lights/Spare Tire
Rack 2 Load Lock Rails, 2 Receiver Hitches Included.
Call Don Jacobson at 656-2668 For Further Info.

2005 All N One Sport Aluminum 3—Place Trailer
13’ X 102” V-Nose with movable ramp.
Dexter Torsion Axle with 13” Wheel
Includes Spare Tire. $1800.00
Call Kevin at 860-3790
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P.0. Box 32055
Billings, Montana 59107

E-mail: info@tsatv.org

We're on the web

www.tsatv.org

SAFE OHI USE

MISSION STATEMENT: The purpose of the Treasure State ATV Association is to support and
promote the responsible use of Off Highway vehicles, to protect public riding areas, to actively
search for additional riding areas, and to provide a family oriented atmosphere at all events and

group rides.

TSATV Sponsors

"Tread Lightly! 101" Online

Awareness Course

The Tread Lightly! 101 Online Awareness Course is designed to
teach the basics about the organization Tread Lightly! and more im-
portantly how to minimize your impacts in the outdoors. The course
utilizes flash technology, audio voiceovers, knowledge checks, and
inter-active scenarios to teach the Tread Lightly! principles and how
to apply them in real world situations.

The course takes about 30 minutes. Make sure to dis-able your pop-
up blocker temporarily before beginning.

Click here for Online Course

http://www.treadlightly.org/course/inc/frameset/lessonframe.htm

Qg— tread lightly!”
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