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Billings

MAY CLUB
MEETING

Thursday May
19th

Elks Club
6:30 - 8:00 pm

Dinner available at:
5:30 pm

Special Points of
Interest:

Montana

May 2011

Family Fun'!

* If you are receiving this
newsletter via regular
mail and have an email
address please sent it to
TSATVNews@bresnan

.net

* Ride Committee is
looking for volunteers
to lead and organized
the monthly rides.

* Forum committee
hopes to have the Fo-
rum up & running
soon.

TENATIVE RIDE INFORMATION:

May 2011
May 28th -30th.

Camping/riding weekend
(Memorial Day)
At
Jellison Campground
In the Little Belt Mtns.

June 2011

June 18th
Dry Head Outlook

June 18th
Pryors or Devils Canyon area

June 18th—19th
CTVA Ride outside
Of Helena.
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“You replaced our
wedding photo with a
photo of your ATV, and you
have the nerve to ask
why I’'m upset.”

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

From my desk, looking up at the Bear-
tooth Mountains, | see snow, snow and
more snow. The ski runs at Red Lodge
are still very prominent. What does the
snow mean? It means the Ride Com-
mittee will be challenged this summer
setting a ride schedule. We will proba-
bly have to make changes as we go.
The Snotel reading at Fisher Creek
(Cooke City) is 123, at Elk Peak
(Castles) is 86, at Evening Star
(Sunlight Basin, WY.) is 106 and at
Daisy Peak (Little Belts) is 56. Like |
said, “snow, snow and more snow”.

Lately, | have been working on Forest
Service (FS) issues. The National FS
Land Management Planning Rule proc-
ess has been challenging. What do you
get when you put bureaucrats, politi-
cians, biologists and environmentalists
in the same room? A mess!

TSATV, along with six other OHV groups,
filed an appeal with the FS regarding the
Beaver Creek Landscape Management
Project, Ashland District, Custer National
Forest. Last week | attended two appeal
resolution meetings. One meeting in-
volved our appeal and the other was for
two environmental appeals. We are look-
ing at two seasonal closures on two 50”
trails. The Alliance for The Wild Rockies
and the Native Ecosystem Council will
most likely file suit to stop any or all tim-
ber harvesting and fuel reduction. Al-
though these groups want no timber har-
vesting, they sure don’t hesitate using
paper. Both of their appeals were about
2" thick.

Montana Honda & Marine has been in-
vited to make a presentation at the May
19t monthly meeting. See you at the
meeting and on the trail. Ride safe!

Bruce

FEDERAL BUDGET,

FY 2011

By the skin of their teeth, the White House and the Congress agreed on a final federal
budget for the last six months of this fiscal year (better late than never). In what could
only be described as a Cinderella moment, a deal was struck only minutes before the
fiscal coach was about to become a giant pumpkin. If that had happened, there would
have been plenty of blame to go around.

Send Newsletter Info to:
Loren Graf (H) 652-5280
TSATVNews@bresnan.net

Send Website Updates to:
TSATVNews®@bresnan.net or
Send email via the Website

Federal land agencies received a fiscal haircut as did most federal agencies. BLM re-
ceived $18 million less than it received in FY 2010 and the Forest Service $6 million less.
Also, the Land and Water Conservation Fund received a major cut of $123 million. This
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large reduction stemmed from concerns that the federal government does not have adequate resources to maintain
those lands it already owns so it doesn't make sense to spend more money acquiring additional parcels of land. ARRA
agrees with this logic.

HoLD IT ON WILD LANDS!

A surprise development coming out of the FY 2011 bargaining sessions was the decision to deny funding for the rest of
FY 2011 for the implementation of Secretary Salazar's Wild Lands Initiative. The Salazar directive requires BLM to des-
ignate appropriate areas with wilderness characteristics as "Wild Lands" and to manage them as wilderness, despite the
fact that Congressional approval is needed for official Wilderness designations. This was a stunning personal setback
for Secretary Salazar and many were surprised that the White House and Senate Democrats didn't do more to circle the
wagons in defense of the Secretary's controversial policy. Ever since Secretarial Order 3310 was issued on December
22, 2010, criticism has been mounting against this initiative. The final blow happened in the wee hours of the evening
when House and White House negotiators were putting the finishing touches on the FY 2011 spending package.

We wouldn't be surprised to see the ban continued in FY2012 as well and ARRA will continue to support efforts to deny
further funding

NEEDED, FAIRY DUST FOR FY2012

Sticking with the Cinderella theme, decision-makers in the Congress and at the White House are going to have to sprin-
kle a lot of fairy dust around if agreements are to be reached in raising the debt ceiling and passing the federal budget
for FY2012. Both of these items are very controversial, especially in light of the mounting federal deficit. Almost daily,
more Republicans and Democrats in the Congress are saying they will not vote for raising the debt ceiling unless further
restrictions are placed on federal spending. Since the power of the purse resides with the Congress, the outcome is to-
tally dependent on the legislators and not the White House.

Failure in resolving these issues will have a major bearing on any congressional action on appropriations measures for
the next fiscal year. Uncertainty and delay complicates the ability of agencies, including federal land agencies, to plan
and execute management decisions. We are anxious for these issues to be resolved as soon as possible so that atten-
tion can be given to the spending priorities of each federal agency.

H.R. 1581, WILDERNESS AND ROADLESS RELEASE ACT OF 2011

In last month's newsletter, we mentioned that Rep. Kevin McCarthy, R-California, was going to introduce legislation that
would authorize the release for multiple use purposes those wilderness study areas and roadless areas that had been
determined by federal land agencies to be ineligible for wilderness designation. The release of these lands is a very im-
portant step in utilizing our federal lands for the benefit of all Americans.

Rep. McCarthy, along with 22 co-sponsors, introduced the bill, now identified as H.R. 1581, the Wilderness and
Roadless Release Act of 2011, on April 15th. ARRA enthusiastically supports this legislation and we hope you will as
well. If you haven't already written to your Representative urging support or even co-sponsorship, we encourage you to
do so by accessing this link on the ARRA website.

ITEMS FOR SALE:

Wells Cargo 8x16 Enclosed ATV/Utility Trailer

With Loading Ramp Back Door/Side Door Your Ad could be here.
5 New Tires & Chrome Wheels Inside Lights/Spare Tire
Rack 2 Load Lock Rails, 2 Receiver Hitches Included.

Call Don Jacobson at 656-2668 For Further Info.
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PLEASE
PLACE

Treasure State ATV
Association

P.0. Box 32055
Billings, Montana 59107

E-mail: info@tsatv.org

We're on the web
WWW.tSatv.org

STAMP
HERE

MISSION STATEMENT: The purpose of the Treasure State ATV Association is to support and
promote the responsible use of Off Highway vehicles, to protect public riding areas, to actively
search for additional riding areas, and to provide a family oriented atmosphere at all events and

group rides.

TSATV Sponsors

@ 1818 Minnesota Ave.

Greg Cross, Owner P.O. Box 1078
Cross Petroleum Service Billings, MT 59103
Office: 1-800-580-3298

Cell: 1-406-698-2967

Fax: 1-406-252-2163

Email: gcross @ crosspetroleumservice.com
www.crosspetroleumservice.com

ATPOWERSPORTS@YAHOO

WE REPAIR ALL MAKES MODELS

"Tread Lightly! 101" Online

Awareness Course

The Tread Lightly! 101 Online Awareness Course is designed to
teach the basics about the organization Tread Lightly! and more im-
portantly how to minimize your impacts in the outdoors. The course
utilizes flash technology, audio voiceovers, knowledge checks, and
inter-active scenarios to teach the Tread Lightly! principles and how
to apply them in real world situations.

The course takes about 30 minutes. Make sure to dis-able your pop-
up blocker temporarily before beginning.

Click here for Online Course

http://www.treadlightly.org/course/inc/frameset/lessonframe.htm

LEANERE A GOHD0D IMPRESSICHN

% treadlightly!”




